Conversation starters to continue at home what began at Immanuel
Our desire is to see families use this resource as you live out Deuteronomy 11:19

UNIT 9: A PATTERN OF DISOBEDIENCE
God’s people were in the promised land, but not all was well. Generation after
generation continued a cycle of sin with troubling consequences. Because God is
just and holy, He did not allow His people’s sin to go unchecked. Because He is also
loving and gracious, He provided forgiveness through repentance.
BIG PIC

Q

What is the fair payment for sin?
The fair payment for sin is death.

KEY
PASSAGE:

ROMANS
6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

MAY 1 SESSION 1&2: THE PEOPLE KEPT SINNING AND GOD USED SAMSON
JUDGES 3; JUDGES 13-16

CHRIST CONNECTION: The judges saved the people from the consequences of their sin, but not the cause of it.
God’s plan was to one day send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to be the King of His people. Jesus saves people
from sin forever. AND Samson’s sin led to his own death, but God used his death to save the Israelites from their
enemies. Samson’s story reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but God sent Him to die on the cross and rise again to
rescue people from sin and give them eternal life.
Family Discussion Starters:
• Why do you think the next
generation of Israelites forgot
about God?
• Why did God keep rescuing
the Israelites again and again?

MAY 8

Family Activity:
Work with your family to plan and
build a large, chain reaction
machine that accomplishes a simple
task. Discuss the nature of cause and
effect, and talk about the causes of
Israel’s rebellion, its effects on their
lives, and the way Jesus helps us
break cycles of sin in our lives.

SESSION 3: GOD PROVIDED FOR RUTH - RUTH

CHRIST CONNECTION: Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his close relatives who were in trouble. Boaz cared for
Ruth and Naomi because their husbands had died. In a similar way, Jesus is our Redeemer. We need help because we sin.
Jesus bought our salvation for us by taking our punishment when He died on the cross.
Family Discussion Starters:

• Why did Ruth want to stay with
Naomi?
• What are some ways God
provided for Ruth?
• How has God provided for us?

Family Activity:

Buy whole stems of wheat from a
specialty grocer or online. Allow your
kids to handle it and taste it. Then, use
a blender, grain mill, spice grinder, or
mortar and pestle to grind the wheat
into flour. Point out how much grain it
takes to make even a small amount of
flour. Review the Bible story, and
discuss ways God provides for us.

MAY 15

SESSION 4: GOD PROVIDED FOR HANNAH - 1 SAMUEL 1-3

CHRIST CONNECTION: Hannah trusted God and sent Samuel away from home to serve God with his whole life. God sent
Jesus from heaven to earth to be our Savior. Just as Samuel used God’s words to tell people about God, Jesus—the Word who
became flesh—perfectly shows us what God is like.

Family Discussion Starters:

• What do you think it means to
“pour your heart out” to the Lord?
Have you ever done that?
• How do you think Hannah felt
when she dedicated Samuel to
serve in the temple?

MAY 22

Family Activity:

Volunteer with your family to serve
your church in some way. Discuss the
ways Hannah and Samuel each had to
trust God. Talk about the different ways
we have to trust God, too.

SESSION 5: ELI’S SONS DISOBEYED GOD - 1 SAMUEL 4-6

CHRIST CONNECTION: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God gave His
people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of
Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

Family Discussion Starters:

• Why didn’t carrying the ark of
the covenant into battle help Israel
defeat the Philistines?
• What are some ways God showed
He has power over idols and false
gods?

MAY 29

Family Activity:

Work with your kids to decorate a large
shoe box to be a “Family Treasure Box.”
Decide together what items should go
into it to serve as reminders of
vacations, outings, or other fun times
spent together. Discuss the ways the
ark was more than a “treasure box.”

SESSION 6: GOD TAKES SIN SERIOUSLY (BIG TRUTH SESSION) - EPHESIANS 2

CHRIST CONNECTION: God takes sin seriously. People deserve to die for their sins, but God loves us and sent
His Son, Jesus, to defeat death by dying on the cross for our sins and rising from the dead. Everyone who trusts in
Jesus has eternal life.

Family Discussion Starters:

• What are some ways God
changes people when they put their
faith in Jesus?
• What is “spiritual death”? What
is “spiritual life”? How and why
does God save people from sin?

Family Activity:

Work with your family to design and
build a contraption that will protect an
egg dropped from a height. Talk to your
kids about the difference between the
consequences of sin (which believers
often face) and the punishment of sin
(which Jesus saves us from).

