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Welcome!

Here is a look at what we have
coming up. All luncheons will
take place in the Atrium of IBC.
While luncheons are provided at
no cost to you, we do keep a
donation basket if you feel led to
contribute. To RSVP, please call
the number listed above or email
Jennis at horn@ibc.church.
Hope to see you soon!

April 15th Luncheon - Bible Jeopardy
Pastor Alex Hairgrove will join Grand Life to lead us in a rousing game of
Bible Jeopardy! Tables will become teams and there will be prizes for
the 1st and 2nd place teams! Get ready to exercise your Bible knowledge!
Please RSVP by Wednesday, April 13th. We will meet in the Atrium
at 11 AM.

May 13th Luncheon- Jim Bacon
Come join Grand Life for a presentation by Jim Bacon, a regular usher
here at Immanuel and an expert in estate planning. He will cover some
financial and legal aspects of preparing your assets in this season of life.
Please RSVP by Wednesday, May 11th. We will meet in the Atrium at
11 AM.

June 10th Outing - Western Maryland Scenic Railroad
End the year with Grand Life on an open air steam train traveling through
Western Maryland! We have tickets secured for 25 seats for a day trip to
Frostburg, Maryland. A shuttle bus will take Grand Life from IBC to the
train station where you will board a steam train that will take you through
western Maryland. Grand Life will board the train at 11 AM and be returned
to the train station at 4 PM. You will deboard the train in Frostburg and
have time to check out restaurants and shops!
Please RSVP by Monday, June 6th. Cost is $42.50/person and covers
the cost of the trip and shuttle bus fee. We will meet at IBC at 8:15
AM.

Other Ministry Events at Immanuel
Join us for our Easter Concerts April 7th to 10th. Tickets can be purchased
online and will be assigned seating, so you don't have to worry about
getting a good spot early! Purchase your tickets online at
immanuelbible.church/easter-concert or in person at the bookstore.
Men, considering attending our IBC Men's Advance with Colonel Art
Athens, USMC (ret.) as he talks about overcoming adversity through the
lens of James 1:2-8. He is the former director of the U.S. Naval Academy's
Center for Ethical Leadership and Former Executive Director of the Officers
of Christian Fellowship. Join us April 29th-30th and register at
https://immanuelbible.church/registrations/men/advance.php .
Ladies, save the date for May 7th from 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM and join us for
Saturday Seminars! There will be four topics to choose from. Several of our
women's Bible study leaders and other women of the church wil gather
together to talk about prayer, how to study the Bible, embracing the world
with the Gospel, and walking together in the body.
https://immanuelbible.church/saturday-seminar-spring-2022

January Luncheon with Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
by Gary Holmberg

Our January luncheon was as an educational one. We were joined via Zoom by Wyleng Liew from
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department. Ms. Liew ran through an excellent presentation
and gave us many pointers about fire safety. She had sent ahead a lot of material for each
participant comprising a File of Life kit, a coupon for a free smoke detector, a fire-safety check
list, and a potholder emblazoned with the FCFRD logo.
Ms. Liew indicated that there is a home fire in the US every 24 seconds, and the key is prevention.
The biggest hazard is food left on a stove, but a lot of fires result from electrical or heating
equipment. Space heaters can be particularly hazardous, as can unattended candles and
smoking materials. The checklist she provided covers a wide variety of areas to check for fire
safety.
Every family should have a fire escape plan. It should include identifying two ways to exit each
room, a plan to get out and stay out if there’s a fire, and a meeting place outdoors for the family.
Ms. Liew strongly suggested sleeping with bedroom doors closed to keep smoke out. Feel the
door before opening it. If the door is hot, don’t open it. In some cases, it may be necessary to
shelter in place.
The File of Life contains important information that emergency personnel need for each person
in the home—one file for each person, posted in a prominent place. The file includes contact
information, medical information (including medications, medical conditions, blood type,
insurance information, and primary doctor), and primary language spoken.
Smoke detectors have a shelf life of no more than 10 years. Manufacture date is inside. They
should be tested monthly and replaced after 10 years. There should be multiple smoke detectors
throughout the house. A carbon monoxide detector or two should also be considered.
Ms. Liew finished with a Q&A session and had a lot of interaction with the group. She finished
promptly at noon so that we could eat lunch on schedule. Hannah’s kitchen had a fine lunch
buffet for us as usual: a tasty chicken stew, a green salad, rolls, and chocolate chip cookies.

February Luncheon with Burke Acoustic Musical Society
by Gary Holmberg

Our February luncheon was well attended. We were joined by the Burke Acoustic Musical Society,
normally led by Pastor Bob Hartman. But Bob was vacationing in Florida, as was recently retired
Buzz Collins, a regular participant. Pastor Steve Holley was in Israel. Today’s team was led by David
Leach, Immanuel’s Chief Administrator. Other band members included Bob Snyder; Pastor Alex
Hairgrove on rhythm; Stephen Procopio, Immanuel’s talented media and arts director; and Grand
Life’s own Jennis Horn. Jennis looked a little out of place without a guitar. She confessed that she
had tried guitar and failed. We finally found something that Jennis can’t do!
They performed a mix of country songs, Bible songs, and more. David led off with a Bob Dylan song,
You Ain’t Going Nowhere. Alex followed with Bad Moon Rising, and then David lead in Take a Look
Around. David, Bob, and Alex sang a Flatt and Scruggs song, Rolling in My Sweet Baby’s Arms. Bob
and David sang Poncho and Lefty, a Merle Haggard and Willie Nelson song. Bob sang Grandma’s
Featherbed, which had a personal meaning to him. He’s the oldest of nine. At Grandma’s house,
there was one bed for all nine, close company! Alex sang Randy Travis’ Forever and Ever Amen, in
honor of his wife Stephanie’s birthday the next day.
Jennis finally got her chance with a couple of songs: Linda Ronstadt’s Silver Threads and Golden
Needles and Bonnie Raitt’s Love Has No Pride. Bob sang Wagon Wheel, followed by David and Bob
singing The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down. The group finished with three songs. Bob sang
Knocking on Heaven’s Door. The group ended with two spiritual songs. Alex, Bob, and David sang
Victory in Jesus and I’ll Fly Away with participation by their audience.
Our large group of Grand Lifers really appreciated the music, as we always do when the Burke
Acoustic Musical Society sing for us. Hannah’s kitchen had a great lunch buffet for us as usual: a
wonderful chicken casserole, rice, a green salad, rolls, and chocolate-chip cookies.
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MARCH
OUTING
BLANDY EXPERIMENTAL FARM
AT STATE ARBORETUM OF
VIRGINIA
The weather was a little unpromising as
16 Grand Lifers boarded a bus at 9:00
AM on March 3, 2022, to head toward
the State Arboretum of Virginia near
Boyce. When we arrived at about 10:45,
the weather was great, and our tour
guide, Ariel Firebaugh, the institution’s
Director of Scientific Engagement, was
waiting for us. Ariel has a PhD in
environmental studies from UVA, and
her dissertation topic was the ecology
of fireflies. She is a very pleasant and
knowledgeable young lady and gave us
a great tour.
Ariel started with a history of the institution. In 1926, Graham Blandy willed 712 acres of his Tuleyries estate
to UVA to become the Blandy Experimental Farm. (The estate house is nearby and privately owned.) A few
years later, Dr. Orland White, the first director, began arboretum planting, but the farm remained a
research facility for UVA. The arboretum opened to the public in 1982. It is free to the public and open from
dawn to dusk every day of the year.
We did a tour along the conifer trail. Ariel introduced us to various types of conifers—pine, spruce, hemlock,
fir, and cypress—and explained the differences, especially differences in their needles. She noted that not
all conifers are evergreens and pointed out the bald cypress growing along the trail. The bald cypress loses
its needles in the winter and is a little out of place here. Cypresses thrive in warm, humid weather and with
their feet wet. Dr. White liked to see how far from their preferred location various trees would grow. In
particular, he wanted to see if the bald cypress would grow in a dry area in northern Virginia. It did, and it’s
a big, healthy tree now. After talking about the bald cypress, Ariel showed us some other interesting
conifer trees.
We continued our tour along the trail and ended at Lake Georgette, a little seasonal pond that dries up in
the summertime. There we stopped to talk about our surroundings to the accompaniment of wood frogs
chirping. On our way back to the bus, we stopped at a “pollination garden,” where a few spring blooms
were emerging.
On the way home, we stopped in Middleburg for a late lunch. The group spread out among a few
restaurants near where we parked our bus. The largest part of the group ate at Salamander where the food,
service, and prices were great.
The trip home from Middleburg was uneventful, and we arrived home at about 3:30 PM. We thank the Lord
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for safe and easy travel, a day of interesting learning in the beautiful outdoors on a lovely late-winter day,
good fellowship, and a delicious lunch.
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