
G AT H E R
WOMEN’S NEWSLETTER FROM 



      his past Christmas my husband, 
Dave, received a gift from a 
coworker – a pair of socks with 
dumpsters all over that were on fire. 
These reflected the past year, 2021, 
and the many dumpster fires their 
team faced. I think we all can look 
back on 2021 and relate with the 
dumpster fires. The Covid pandemic 
lessened and surged but never left 
us as we hoped. The economy faced 
challenges including shortages, 
delays, and price increases. And 
then there was the nightmare called 
“virtual school.” The year 2021 
certainly had many aspects that 
were extremely challenging.
On top of these though, Christians 
and the church faced additional 
difficulties that we have not faced 
in recent years. For the most 
part, the church in the West has 
experienced relative comfort and 
legal protection. We had grown 
accustomed to being able to worship, 
do ministry, and live out our biblical 
convictions with the protection and 
seeming support of our culture and 
government. But in 2021 a different 
reality has begun to take hold and it 
seemed to accelerate. We began to 
feel the reality of living in a post-
Christian world.
This is one reason we chose to focus 
on Hebrews 10:23-25 in Women’s 
Ministry this year. These verses hold 
several keys to not only persevering 
but thriving in the face of increasing 
discomfort and antagonism. The 
first key is right at the beginning of 
these verses – “let us hold fast to 

the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.” That “confession of our 
hope” is Jesus Christ and the Gospel.
So, what does it look like to “hold 
fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering?”
The title to a recent article by 
Alistair Begg sums it up: “Welcome 
to Exile. It’s Going to be okay.” In the 
face of increasing hostility, we can 
have “prayerful, humble, calm, and 
confident belief in a sovereign God 
who is in control of things.” Isn’t this 
encouraging?
We serve a God who is in control 
of all of history and his plans and 
purposes will be achieved, and 
his promises will always come 
true.  Because of this truth and the 
faithfulness of our God to keep us, 
we do not have to panic or lash 
out in anger or crumble as we are 
confronted with pressures and 
aggression from our secular society 
or even our government. Rather, we 
can stand firm in our convictions 
and love our neighbors and serve the 
church with joy.  
Sisters, let’s be women who know 
the hope of our confession, hold fast 
to it, and, as Alistair Begg says in 
his article, “enjoy a deep confidence 
even as the tides seem to run against 
our faith. 
God is God, he is in control, and his 
kingdom – his church – ultimately 
knows no rival.”
Serving with love,

— Bethany
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Christine Hoover is a pastor’s wife, mom to three, host of the “By Faith” podcast, 
and author of several books, including How To Thrive as a Pastor’s Wife (coming 
soon!). Immanuel Women’s Ministry is excited to welcome Christine from March 18 
to 19 for the Spring Women’s Conference as she teaches on God’s sufficiency from 2 
Corinthians and how He equips us to be steadfast in faith, life, and service to others. 

In preparation for the conference, we wanted to get to know Christine a bit better 
and hope you enjoy the conversation. 
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You’ll be teaching us from 2 Corinthians 
on God’s sufficiency and how He 
resources us to be steadfast in faith, life, 
and service to others. What drew you to 
that topic at this time?

I love 2 Corinthians because it’s one of Paul’s 
most personal letters. He lets us see behind 
the curtain, so to speak, of his life and ministry 
and explains why he does what he does and 
from what motivation he serves. Paul describes 
deep personal pain and sacrifice, but he also is 
a picture of perseverance. How can this be? We 
discover in his letter to the Corinthians that 
his boldness and courage come from a place of 
confidence in the Lord’s leadership, presence, 
and power in his life. God is sufficient for him.

I need a reminder of these truths over and over, 
especially during such a tumultuous time in our 
world and nation and as I seek to minister to 
others with an awareness that I am not adequate 
for the task. I think we all need these truths, 
which is why I’m excited to dig into portions of 
2 Corinthians with you in the spring.

We imagine with a pastor as a husband, 
three boys, book writing and podcast 
recording, and your own speaking 
schedule, that life can get a little crazy 
for you. How are you intentional about 
time in the Word and in worship and 
prayer? How do you fit it all in?

I hold to a daily routine that enables me to 
fulfill what I believe God has given me to do. 
I rise before my children every day to spend 
time reading Scripture and journaling what I 
want to remember from the reading, as well as 
my prayers. I haven’t always been disciplined 
in this, but when we planted our church, I was 
desperate for stability and sustenance, and God 
met me through His Word. Without it, I become 
dry and brittle.

My children are in school, so I write and prepare 
teaching material during the school day. I often 
meet with women from my church in the hour 
or two before I pick up my kids from school, 
and then once they’re home, I switch to Mom 
mode. There are nights I am engaged in ministry 
outside the home or spending time with friends, 
but I typically limit those outside engagements 
to two to three times a week.

What brought about your passion for 
ministry to other pastors’ wives?

I am a pastor’s wife myself and have been 
for 21 years. I know the rewards and the 
costs of this life very intimately, and I also 
know how desperate I’ve been at times for 
practical help, resources, and understanding. 
I believe the pastor’s wife’s often unseen (and 
misunderstood) ministry is pivotal to the 
health of the pastor and the church, so I’m 
passionate about “seeing” pastors’ wives and 
resourcing them so they can persevere and 

thrive in ministry.

Your first Bible study workbook, Seek 
First the Kingdom, looks at the book of 
Matthew. What led you to focus there for 
your first Bible study guide?

The idea for this Bible study came from my own 
personal study of Matthew. At that time, I was 
experiencing turmoil and unrest in my life, and 
God used the book of Matthew to do significant 
work in my heart regarding my affections, 
allegiances, and ambitions. He showed me 
where I had misplaced allegiances and how it 
was bearing this bad fruit of inner restlessness 
and discontentment. What kept popping out at 
me as I read Matthew were Jesus’ words about 
the kingdom He is building and how different 
it is from the kingdom of earth—this cultural 
air we breathe every day. I became captivated 
by Jesus’ descriptions of His kingdom’s culture 
and challenged by His evaluation of who is truly 
blessed. Over and over in Matthew, Jesus asks 
us to look at what we can’t see with our physical 
eyes but rather only what we can see through 
eyes of faith. I was fascinated by that idea.

That’s what eventually led me to writing 
Seek First the Kingdom. I want to help others 
understand the kingdom story, not only because 
it has changed my own life but also because 
what Matthew tells us is that Jesus is a king who 
gives all that is His to us—His righteousness, 
Himself, His very kingdom. When we have 
undivided allegiance to Jesus and His kingdom, 
He gives us the security, peace, life, blessing, and 
joy that we’re all looking for.

What is one thing you’d like women 
attending the conference to leave 
knowing?

My prayer is that women will leave knowing 
that no matter what they’re experiencing or 
facing, God is sustaining and keeping them. He 
is a solid foundation on whom we can build our 
lives and from whom we can extend ourselves 
out in service to others. In other words, I want 
women to know God loves them and is for them.

We hope to see you this spring! 

Learn more and register for the conference at 
ibc.church/sufficient. 

This or That:
Still or Sparkling Water? 
Topo Chico!
Oatmeal Raisin or Chocolate Chip? 
Chocolate Chip, although I’m not a huge fan of 
chocolate. I know, I know.
Podcasts or Music?

Podcasts
Spring or Fall? 

Spring
Girls’ Night Out or Girls’ Night In?

Girls’ Night Out (but not too late!)



?
o you trust me? For this 80s girl, 
the question conjures images of the 
colorful kingdom Disney animators 
brought to life in their 1992 

version of Aladdin. “Do you trust me?” 
Aladdin asks Jasmine to take his hand, 
a stranger’s hand, and jump. To save her 
life, she lets go of her fear and jumps. 
They land safely and so begins the story 
of a Whole New World for both of them.
“Do you trust me?” It is easy to trust God 
when life is going according to our plan. 
But what about when the rug is pulled 
out from under us? Job and Paul are two 
biblical examples of men whose hope 
was in God when life was going their 
way and when their world turned upside 
down. 

The Bible describes Job as a righteous 
man; “he feared God and turned away 
from evil” (Job 1:1). He even offered 
sacrifices for his children in case they 
sinned. One day he lost everything: oxen 
and donkeys, sheep and servants, camels, 
even his children! Yet in his despair he 
didn’t sin, but called out to the Lord, 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
and naked shall I return. The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). In 
the following chapters, Job endures 
physical suffering; as a result, his wife 
tells him to “curse God and die.” Next, 
we are introduced to Job’s “friends” who 
are most helpful when they are silent. 
But when they open their mouths, they 

only bring more affliction and mental 
agony. They blame Job for his suffering 
and tell him that he has done something 
to deserve this. There are 38 chapters 
of heated debate between Job and his 
friends, yet buried in them are beautiful 
nuggets of truth to help us hold on to 
hope: 

“Though He slay me, I will hope in 
him…” Job 13:15a. 

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
at the last he will stand upon the earth.” 
19:25 

“For He will complete what he appoints 
for me, and many such things are in His 
mind.” 23:14 

Finally, God breaks his silence. He asks 
Job where he was when God created 
everything. Does he know everything? 
Does he see everything? Wisely, Job 
replies that he will be quiet. God 
reminds him He is in control and is in 
charge of all things. He even tells Job 
He can handle Job’s anger. Job rightly 
acknowledges, “I know that you can 
do all things, and that no purpose of 
yours can be thwarted. Who is this 
that hides counsel without knowledge? 
Therefore, I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for 
me, which I did not know” (Job 42:2-
3). In an act of grace, God restores Job 
above and beyond his previous blessings. 
It feels like the book of Job leaves us 
with more questions than answers, but 
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the overarching message is that yes, 
especially when life is complicated, 
messy, even full of pain and grief, we can 
trust God and put our hope in Him. We 
have a limited perspective of life. We can 
bring our pain and grief to God because 
He is in control and knows what He is 
doing.

The Apostle Paul is another biblical 
figure who placed his trust and hope in 
God even in the most unusual and trying 
circumstances. As a zealous Pharisee, 
Saul’s hope was in the works he did 
in the name of God, which included 
persecuting new Christians. Jesus 
revealed himself to Saul on the road to 
Damascus, and Saul learned that all his 
work was in vain. He became a faithful 
follower of Christ and never looked back. 
Paul endured beatings, imprisonment, 
stoning, was shipwrecked, was in danger 
from various groups of people, was 
hungry, thirsty, cold, well, you get the 
picture. On top of it all, the pages of his 
letters overflow with his concern for the 
churches he so dearly loved. Through it 
all, he held on to his hope in Christ. In 2 
Corinthians, Paul encourages believers 
that are suffering with these words, “But 
we have this treasure in jars of clay, to 
show that the surpassing power belongs 
to God and not us. We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed…” (4:7-9). We will face trials, 
but our hope is in God, who uses them 
for His glory and our good (Romans 8:28, 
1 Peter 4:11).

The year 2020 will live in infamy, am 
I right? I joked once that if I made it 
through 2020 without getting COVID-19, 
I would have won the cosmic dodgeball 
game we played that year. Little did I 
know that COVID-19 was the least of my 
concerns. On December 24, 2020, my 
father died unexpectedly from a heart 
attack. He went out for his morning jog 
and was called to his eternal home. Dad 
was an example of how to live his faith. 
He read his Bible, prayed every day, 
and loved his family unconditionally. 

He was the kind of earthly father that 
allows me to know my Heavenly Father 
is loving, forgiving, and self-sacrificing. 
It is a privilege to be his daughter. 
December 24th started like any normal 
day. I listened to my Bible reading plan 
which happened to be 2 Timothy, which 
is Paul’s farewell letter to Timothy. I 
believe God was preparing my heart for 
the news that was to come later that 
morning. In the final verse of 2 Timothy, 
Paul tells Timothy, “The Lord will rescue 
me from every evil deed and bring 
me safely into His heavenly kingdom. 
To Him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” It felt like Dad would have said 
that to me, if I’d been able to be with him 
when Jesus took him home. 

I don’t remember much from last 
winter, but I read Job in the middle of 
the darkness of grief for my father. You 
might be thinking, “God audibly spoke 
to Job and Paul, that would be nice.” I 
would say to you, if you want to hear 
God speak, read your Bible! I highly 
recommend Tara Leigh Cobble’s Bible 
Recap plan, which is a great way to 
make reading Scripture a daily habit. 
This year I am reading it again with 
fresh eyes. God’s Word is truth, life, 
and light. Even if you don’t understand 
it, you are storing it in your spiritual 
bank to draw on later. Scripture allows 
us to hold on to the confession of hope 
without wavering, for He who promised 
is faithful. When He asks, “Do you trust 
me?” You can say, “Yes!” 

I grew up listening to J. Vernon McGee 
on the radio when I went to bed, and his 
broadcasts began with my favorite hymn, 
How Firm a Foundation. I usually fell 
asleep before the end of the program, 
but that song is ingrained in my mind 
because of my bedtime ritual. I want to 
leave you with the encouragement of the 
last verse:

The soul that on Jesus 
has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to His foes
That soul, though all hell should 
endeavor to shake
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake



have an embarrassing number of books on my bookshelf, placed there 
with every good intention of reading each one.  Can you relate? Some 
were purchased because of the author, some because of the subject. Each 
title was acquired as I was drawn to the title or description by my own 

need, or desire to know more, to be encouraged, to change.

My introduction to Jackie Hill Perry was her first book, Gay Girl, Good God 
(reviewed in the Women’s Ministry newsletter in the 2019 Winter issue 
if you want to check it out). Her message was transformative for me and 
remains one of my most frequently recommended books. I will be adding 
Holier Than Thou: How God’s Holiness Helps Us to Trust Him to that list! 
I bought the book in part because I wanted to hear more from Jackie, but 
her main theme that God’s holiness should cause me to trust Him was more 
than intriguing! When I think of God’s holiness, my first thought circles 
right back around to me and my sinfulness and how far away from holy I am 
and will always be. Jackie instead draws our attention right back to God - to 
WHO He is. She invites us to stop and linger there, beautifully challenging 
some of our long-held ideas, holding them up for us to look at asking us to 
consider: “if God is holy, then He cannot sin. If God cannot sin, He cannot 
sin against me. If God cannot sin against me, shouldn’t that make Him the 
most trustworthy being there is?” 

Jackie reminds us that holiness is not a character quality of God. It is who 
he is. It is inseparable from His being. She walks us through Scripture after 
Scripture to show us that “God’s holiness is what makes Him good, and 
loving, and kind, and faithful.” This is one of the joys of reading this book – 
she unpacks God’s Word and lets God speak for Himself. She digs deep; this 
is no quick read! Jackie writes poetically, so she beckons you to slow down 
and, in her words, behold God. This “God who is altogether different than 
any being you have ever known or will know. Not to be compared with any. 
His ways are not our ways, nor are His thoughts our thoughts. You look at 
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the dirt and see a home for your plants. He looked at it and knew He’d name 
it Adam.” She lifts our eyes to see that “there is no one like you, Lord. 
No one is Creator but God. No one has all power but God. No one knows the 
beginning and the end all at the same time except God. No one is all wise but 
God. No one can forgive sin but God. No one can grant eternal life but God. 
No one has no one to answer to but God. No one is good but God…”

The chapter on idolatry was arresting. I related to every paragraph and had 
to slow down and examine my own heart… especially after the retelling of 
the story of the Israelites and the golden calf. (Aren’t I so quick to judge them 
for that?) Every sentence called my heart back to the true and living God. 
“Whenever we trust anything other than the holy God to save us from all our 
fears, doubts, and anxieties, satisfy our deepest longings, and provide our 
every need, we have trusted in an unholy god to be what it never will. To say 
that God is holy is to say that God is God and there is no other God besides 
Him. He is the only one sufficient for our needs.” Some authors might stop 
there - with the reader wrapped up in considering how far away from the 
ideal she is - but thank God, Jackie drew me right back to God Himself! “If 
we have traded God for an idol, we are not left to ourselves, away from His 
compassion or help. We can trade back. This is repentance – turning from a 
dead idol to follow the God who not only has life in Himself but more than 
enough to share with you. Think about it. If all you have is idols and 
nothing more, you’d have nothing at all. If all you have is Christ and nothing 
else, you have everything. Who needs a golden calf when you can have the 
living God?”

After reading this book, you will not have a list of “five ways to be more holy,” 
or the ever practical “just stop sinning…” What you will have, I hope, and I 
know Jackie hopes, is a hunger to really know God – “Our being forgiven, 
justified, atoned for are worth our praise, but these gifts are not higher than 
the ultimate one, which is God Himself, to see and know Him forever. We 
had to be forgiven so that we can know God. We had to be justified so that we 
can know God. Our sins had to be atoned for so that we can know God. This 
is what makes the good news good, that we were blind but now we can see… 
God.”

Seeing God. Beholding God. Becoming holy: transformed by believing God. 
Unpacking passage after passage in God’s Word, Jackie asks us to consider 
the glory of God and understand what is true because God is holy. This is 
not just another book on the bookshelf. Charlie Dates said it well in his 
introduction to the book, “I read this book and wanted more of God.” Amen, 
Charlie!

Note from Lisa: I am an Audible book fan. It was the best way to hear from 
Jackie – literally. I held the book in my hand and let her read to me. This always 
forces me to slow down! Highly recommended for this book because Jackie 
writes like she talks!

Another note from Lisa: If you have a desire to know God – there is no other 
place to discover Him more clearly than in the Scripture! IBC Women’s 
Ministries provides many opportunities for you to do just that – our 
weekly Bible Studies are a great start, the new Theology for Women course, 
coffeehouses, conferences, and the one-on-one mentoring program.



ur Lord calls us to “hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23), and that 
hope is the assurance of salvation for all who trust in the completed 
work of Jesus’ blood as He mediated us with God as our great high 

priest. We are confident in what He has already done, rather than hopeful 
due to our abilities, life situation, relationships, or possessions. This will 
look differently depending on the work/life the Lord has called you to, and 
yet it looks the same for those in Christ, because all situations, good or bad, 
are experienced or endured while looking at the same Lord for authentic 
hope. 

In this season, I am holding fast to Jesus’ sufficiency while trusting in God’s 
plans for my path into long term mission work, even when I can’t predict 
all the details or the timeline. While I expect difficulties while learning 
multiple languages and also in living in a foreign country, among a people 
group with religion and culture nothing like my roots, I didn’t anticipate all 
the challenges of preparing to go. It has been exhausting but joyful as I learn 
the spiritual discipline of perseverance to prepare for the next work the 
Lord has for me. 

Long term mission work begins with consideration of mission agencies, 
a sending church, and plans for who, where and how you will serve. A lot 
of diligence is required for all these decisions. For instance, I spoke with 5 
different mission agencies and considered 5+ countries in which to serve 
before settling on my sending agency, and eventually a country in Africa. As 
a medical provider, many agencies would like to place you in a hospital or 
clinic full time, but I am not going into missions to be a medical worker in 
another country. I am going for the central purpose of sharing the hope we 
have in this broken world because of Jesus’ sacrifice to reconcile us to God. 
I hope to use my medical knowledge to serve needs and build relationships 
for the purpose of sharing the gospel, but I want to be sure my focus is on 
the eternal status of the person, not the physical. Considering this, and 
comparing those prioritizing unreached people groups led me to my agency. 
However, just this one piece of choosing an agency, took 4+ months. [Thank 
the Lord I already have an amazing church, so one decision was easy!]

I received my agency appointment in early 2021. Then, to my surprise, they 
presented me with a list of 8 courses to complete as requirements before I 
could go to the field. I was already in the midst of pursuing a global health 
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doctoral certificate to study medical issues in developing countries and in a class on 
the world Christian movement, so this was a little daunting. I am grateful to say the 
Lord gave me endurance through these while working full time, and I am almost 
done. 

The next thing on the agenda for mission preparation is figuring out a team, and 
going to visit them in the field to determine a formal placement. I have been talking 
to teams for 7-8 months and hoped to go on this trip in the late summer 2021, yet 
some political problems in the country led the missionaries to leave the country 
temporarily, and their return was delayed. So, my visit to Africa was bumped from 
the summer to October to November and then eventually cancelled for the time 
being less than a week before my flight due to a serious injury causing my primary 
host team to leave the country again.

While processing these delays, in the Fall I found out my boss was retiring and 
closing the medical practice at the end of 2021. While I was planning to leave my job 
in 2022, I was still contemplating “when”. Instead, the decision was made for me, 
as the Lord lifted my job from my hands, swapping my steady salary and job 
security for full-time support raising and missions prep. 

As you can see, there is not want of perseverance 
opportunities in this journey. Though unpredictable 
to me, I know that God already has these days 
written down, and my job is faith not omniscience. 
As I continue towards the mission field, each new 
challenge bends my neck back to look up to Him 
for hope, and not around me. I realize that you 
are likely going through a very different saga of 
events needing endurance.  But I do hope that 
in whatever circumstance, you maintain 
your confidence in what Jesus has 
already done for you, and see trials 
as an opportunity for joy due to the 
spiritual endurance they produce as 
we remain faithful (James 1:2-3).
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